�OVERVIEW





Practitioner Remediation and


 Enhancement Partnership





In response to the Institute of Medicine Report, To Err is Human: Building a Safer Health System, The Citizen Advocacy Council (CAC) proposed greater collaboration between hospitals and regulatory boards in an attempt to forestall errors and address substandard competence by assisting with remediation. The Practitioner Remediation and Enhancement Partnership (PREP) program is a voluntary alternative to traditional disciplinary action for a licensee whose competency may be impaired because of a deficit of knowledge, skills, abilities or knowledge.  The purpose of the PREP program is to enhance health care quality by improving information sharing and other forms of cooperation between health care providers and regulators.











Objectives





To encourage a more positive approach by health care organizations toward reporting adverse actions to state professional licensing boards





To embrace reporting as ethical, socially responsible conduct 





To foster mutual trust and positive working relationships between health care organizations and regulatory boards





To assist regulatory boards in establishing mechanisms and procedures for processing, assessing, and prioritizing mandatory reports so as to maximize their utility as a public protection tool without unnecessarily inflicting regulatory overkill on health care institutions or practitioners;





To improve health care quality by establishing constructive linkages between total quality improvement initiatives and regulatory boards





To enhance the sharing of non-public information between hospitals and licensing boards





To evaluate remedial interventions to determine which are most effective in particular circumstances





To identify best practices for the benefit of hospitals, licensing boards, licensees and ultimately the public





To provide a means whereby licensees who are not candidates for serious board action can improve their practice thereby improving safe patient care
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